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Menu Appetizer
Appetizer 1 I bought a duplex, | had a vacation in the U.K., | got
a tenant, and I’m trying to sell my old condo. | rewrote
Movie Reviews 1

my GURPS Tékumel article for a new Tékumel
fanzine, and | had authorship of a GURPS Chivalry &
Sorcery book fall into and out of my hands (the Powers
that Be decided it couldn't fly). I’ve been very busy, so
this issue is again a bit short.

We’ve got a couple of movie reviews, an adventure
and a character from my Illuminati campaign and a
page from my llluminati tabloid. Sorry, no comments
this time; I’ll have to catch up next time.
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Movie Reviews

Twin Dragons — In this Jackie Chan movie, Jackie
plays two roles: a street punk and a concert pianist.
The two girlfriends get very confused about which is
which. This is a typically funny Chan movie with lots
of great martial arts and humor. Look for the bad
street tough who starts worshipping the martial artist
Jackie and asking for him to take him on as a student. |
found this tape in the $3 bin at Best Buy. Highly
recommended.

The Fifth Element — Definitely eye candy with a
plot to simply hang the action and performances on.
It’s wacky, it’s funny, and was conceived by Luc
Besson when he was sixteen. I’ve become a Gary
Oldman fan, and his villain is quirky and exquisite.
He’s got a mean Texas twang and a permanent bad
hair day. Bruce Willis is ... what can | say? Bruce
Willis. Milla Jovovich is the Fifth Element of the title.
She can’t speak English much, but she isn’t supposed
to; she’s there to look good. My favorite scene is the
3D car chase through the NYC concrete canyons in
anti-grav cabs and police cars. By 3D, | mean that
traffic lanes are stacked up hundreds of stories.
Recommended.
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Chinese Finger

Puzzle Campaign

This is my modern Illuminati campaign. It is set
in Minneapolis, MN, which is, of course, my
hometown. You would think that the Illuminated
Masters would have better things to do in more
‘important’ places, but the utter normality of the
Midwest presents them with a singular challenge.
By the way, the campaign title has little to do with
the contents of the campaign, something | snagged
from CORPS 1* edition, BTRC's game of
conspiracy.

I’m using GURPS llluminati, Voodoo, Psionics,
Magic, Hluminati: New World Order,
Pandemonium, CORPS, and anything else I need
to get the job done.

My players haven’t yet realized that they are not
in the Minneapolis they know and love. They think
this is simply a modern investigation campaign. One
PC, Lee Pun, is a retired Chinese-American U.S.
Marshall, who likes Country-Western music. The
other PC is Daton “Bumper” Wiczowski, a Harley-
riding computer programmer. One other player only
played one night with a TV reporter, Huey
Lankmeyer. He became an NPC. His camera
operator, another NPC, is Roxy Hilger, a young
woman a little too far into the New Age scene.

Sushi in Chartreuse
An Adventure for GURPS Illuminati

As is my practice with adventures for Illuminati,
the title of this adventure has nothing to do with the
subject of the adventure.

This adventure works well to get characters
introduced to the weirdness of the campaign. No
overtly Illuminated events are witnessed by the PCs,
but something strange is certainly going on. It
works best if the PCs are some kind of investigators,
either police, private eyes, or some other group that
might have the resources to investigate a missing
person.

Dramatis Persona

Karl Rogers: worried fiancé, accountant at
General Mills.

Mary Renhart: missing fiancée, travel agent at
Twin City Travel.

Larry King: radio talk-show host.

David 'Stretch' Hoskins: airport parking lot
attendant.

Sean Hunter: Stretch's roommate.

Intro

In the early evening on a Thursday, a man named
Karl Rogers contacts the character with the closest
ties to the police. His fiancée, Mary Renhart, has
been missing for 24 hours, but the police won’t
investigate the case until the person has been gone at
least three days. Karl got the character’s name from
the character’s friend in the police, who said that the
character could help. “Is there anything you can
do?” pleads Karl.

Facts of the Case

Karl was supposed to pick Mary up after work
Wednesday to go out to eat. He arrived at her
apartment at 6:30 p.m. as planned, but Mary wasn’t
there. He called her from his cell phone, but no one
was home. This is very unlike Mary — she’s usually
very prompt. Karl was a little worried, but, after
waiting for 90 minutes, went home to wait for her
call. She never called. This morning, he tried
calling her at work, but she hadn’t arrived at 10 a.m.
She didn’t show up all day. He called the police,
and then he called you.

Mary works as a travel agent and tour guide for
Twin City Travel, a small local agency. She
organizes and leads tour groups all over the world,
but especially Europe. Tuesday night, she returned
from leading a tour group to Venice. Karl gives the
address of the travel agency, and he also gives the
investigators a key to Mary’s condo in Saint Louis
Park, a suburb of Minneapolis.

Karl is an accountant at General Mills. He lives
in Golden Valley, a suburb adjacent to Saint Louis
Park.

The Investigation

If the investigators check with Mary’s coworkers
at the agency, they’ll get the following information:
Mary’s luggage was delayed from the trip to Venice.
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She left work early yesterday, about 3 p.m., to go to
the Hubert H. Humphrey charter terminal to pick
them up. This was the last she has been heard from
by Karl or anyone at the agency.

A search of her condo reveals no relevant clues.
Mary and Karl have no prior criminal records. Karl
can’t think of anyone who would want Mary dead.

The investigators have many things they can do
at this point. Checking with police for her car will
turn up nothing. Metro Traffic Control, which tracks
all accidents on the freeways via video cameras, has
no record of an accident involving a car matching
the description during the period in question.

The security cameras at the charter terminal can
be checked. This takes about three hours. They will
show her in the terminal, going through customs,
and leaving the terminal. They also show crowds of
people and news crews waiting for something. If
anybody who works in the terminal is asked about
the crowds, they will say that Larry King came in
yesterday on a charter plane for a book signing
appearance. The only other information at the
airport is that the parking lot attendant, David
*Stretch’ Hoskins, didn’t showed up for work today.

Checking hospitals and clinics will turn up no
Mary Renharts registered. Six Jane Does at widely
separated hospitals (Abbot-Northwestern Hospital,
North-Memorial Hospital, Ramsey County Medical
Center, Blaine Medical Center, East Side Medical
Center, Apple Valley Medical Center) need to be
checked separately, which will take several hours.

Hoskins

If the PCs want to check on Hoskins, they’ll find
he lives at 14" Street and Chicago Avenue, a bad
neighborhood for Minneapolis. He lives in a cheap,
rundown apartment building. The caretaker will let
the PCs through the security door, if they show
some kind of semi-official identification. A private
investigator’s license or a faked police ID is
sufficient. If they knock on Hoskins’ door during the
day, no one will be there. At night, they’ll hear
scrambling, and then shuffling, and the door will
open. A scraggly twenty-something Caucasian man
will answer the door. The place reeks of marijuana
smoke. He acts paranoid and stoned. If the PCs are
police, he won’t cooperate without some pushing. If
they aren’t police, he’ll relax noticeably and let
them in.

This is Hoskins’ roommate, Sean Hunter. He
hasn’t seen Stretch since he left for work on

Wednesday, but maybe he met a girl or something.
The PCs can get a description of Hoskins’ car and
the license number, or they can get it from the
Department of Motor Vehicles.

The PCs can either hand this off to the police or
handle it themselves, if they are part of the
department or have close ties.

A search for the car comes up with an abandoned
car in the river flats parking lot on the Minneapolis
campus of the University of Minnesota. The search
for the vehicle took about eight hours. It has
numerous parking tickets on the windshield. The
first ticket is dated Wednesday evening. Police put
out an APB on Hoskins. They are now involved in
the case, since there is enough evidence to warrant a
criminal investigation. If the PCs are cops, or private
investigators with good relations with the
department, the police will let them continue on the
case.

About a day later, a body matching Hoskins'
description surfaces in the Mississippi River nearby.
He looks rather beat up, his wrists and ankles are
bound. He has a single bullet in the head. Forensics
can find nothing in the car or the body.

Larry King
A call to Larry King's agent reveals that his book
signing was cancelled, and he left Wednesday night.
The agent doesn’t know the reason for the
cancellation.

Hospitals
Checking all the Jane Does at the six hospitals is
rather time-consuming, as hospitals won't give
patient information over the phone. They each need
to be visited, and they are rather widely separated.

At the last hospital, North Memorial Medical Center

in Robbinsdale, the PCs hit pay dirt just a little too

late. She checked out about two hours before the

PCs arrive.

Talking to the nurses, the following information
is gathered:

e A confused woman was found in the Emergency
Room waiting room on Wednesday night. She
was suffering from amnesia. She doesn't know
how she got there. She has no identification.
Doctors admitted her for tests.

» Doctors can find nothing wrong with her. No
head trauma, no evidence of drug or alcohol
abuse, no neurological problems, nothing.



4 Uncle Enzo's Cosa Nostra Pizza

9" Delivery

* Four hours ago, a man comes to the hospital
looking for a Mary Renhart, stating that he's her
brother, Jack Renhart. He has them check the
Jane Does, and she's the one. He produces a
Minnesota driver's license, and three photos
with the two of them in it. He also produces a
letter to him from her starting 'Dear Brother'. He
pays the hospital bill in cash, and they release
her to him.

* The nurses give you a description: Caucasian,
about six feet tall, medium-length brown hair,
blue eyes, somewhat muscular, five o'clock
shadow, and a moustache.

* They give you the address from his license: 16
Phalen Park Road, St. Paul. They also give you
the license number.

Running the driver's license makes the PCs jaws
drop, collectively. No such name, no such address,
no such license. This is unusual, because Minnesota
has a high-tech driver's license, that is supposed to
be difficult, if not impossible, to fake. Like a credit
card, but with a better hologram.

About this time, the PCs get a call on their cell
phone. Karl tells them that he just got a call from
Mary! She's at her apartment, wondering why he
hasn't come to pick her up for their date.

Mary's Apartment
The PCs meet Karl at Mary's apartment and get
let by a confused Mary. After they hug, Karl asks,

"Where've you been? I've been sick with worry."

Mary replies, "I just got home from work. I've been

waiting for you to pick me up.” The information that

comes out in the ensuing conversation is as follows:

e Mary thinks it is Wednesday night. She has no
memory of the last few days.

* When the PCs mention her brother, Jack, both
Mary and Karl say that she has no brother. She
has a sister in Connecticut.

e She appears to be uninjured. She'll submit to a
medical exam, if the PCs request it. Doctors find
nothing.

Denouement

At this point, there's not a lot of avenues to
pursue. Karl will pay the PCs, if they are private
investigators. They can choose to drop the case or
continue with no pay. If they decide to pursue, it is
up to the GM to come up with more clues.

What Really Happened

When Mary went to the charter terminal to pick
up her bags, she had to go through customs again.
She cleared customs, and went out to her car the
parking lot.

While she was in the lot, she witnessed an
attempted hit on Larry King by cyber-assassins
(experiments of the Evil Geniuses) while his limo
was driving away after getting off his charter plane.
They stopped the car, broke the window and fired
into the car. Larry King seemed to be surrounded by
a red glow during the attack, and the bullets seemed
to bounce off harmlessly. She hurried to her car,
terrified and confused.

As she got to her car, two men dressed in dark
suits and sunglasses approached her and squirted
something into her face. She collapsed and they put
her into the car, driving out of the parking lot. Other
than the people in the limo, she and the parking lot
attendant were the only witnesses to the
assassination attempt.

The men in black were secret backup to King's
entourage and were protecting Mary from the
opposition. They had to make a choice between
Mary and Stretch, and Mary won.

Agents for the Evil Geniuses grabbed Stretch, put
a replacement in the toll booth, took him and his car,
and killed him.

The MiBs took Mary in her car to the hospital
and left her in the waiting room. They timed it so
noone would see them. The spray they used causes
amnesia. They figured she'd be safe there until they
could deal with the Evil Geniuses and their agents.

When Karl contacted the PCs, the MiBs kept
track of them from a distance. They just wanted to
make sure the PCs didn't spoil anything. By the time
the PCs were about to find Mary, the threat had been
dealt with, so they got her out of the hospital (the
MiBs can fake any ID), took her home, and gave her
the antidote nasal spray.

New World Order

INWO Cards drawn to generate this scenario:
Gordo Remora, Cyborg Soldiers, Talisman of
Ahrimanes, Men in Black, and Evil Geniuses for a
Better Tomorrow.
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Points of Interest:

Airport — large white area near the '5' near Inver Grove Heights.
Hoskins’ apartment — just below the star.
River flats park - between the star and the '280'".
Mary's apartment - near the dot above the '100".
North Memorial Hospital - just above New Hope.
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Illuminati Character

Roxanne “Roxy” Hilger, video operator, 120
points

5’4, 90 Ibs., age: 24

Blonde hair, green eyes, tanned complexion, smiling
expression. She has a few tattoos and minor body
piercing.

ST:9,DX: 14, 1Q: 14, HT: 10

Speed: 6, Move: 6
Thrust: 1d-2, Swing: 1d-1
Dodge: 6, Parry: 6, Block: -

Advantages: Attractive, Danger Sense, Empathy,
Intuition and Luck.

Disadvantages: Bad Sight (contacts), Manic-
Depressive, Skinny and Weirdness Magnet.

Quirks: Very new age, Bisexual, Makes and
sells jewelry at craft/Renaissance/pagan fairs,
Vegetarian and Tattoos/minor body piercing.

Style: T’ai Chi Chuan

Skills: Area Knowledge (Minnesota)/13, Area
Knowledge (pagan/new age community)/14, Area
Knowledge (Twin Cities)/14, Arm or Wrist
Lock/15, Brawling/14, Carousing/10, Computer
Operation (TL)/13, Cooking/13, Driving
(Automobile)/13, Erotic Art/12, Fast-Talk/13, First
Aid/14, Fortune telling (astrology)/13, Jeweler/12,
Judo/13, Judo Art/12, Language (English)/14,
Language (French)/12, Meditation/11, Merchant/12,
Occultism/13, Philosophy (Taoism)/12,
Photography/13, Sex Appeal/11, Streetwise/13,
Survival (Urban)/13, Video Production (TL)/14,.
Yin/Yang Healing/12,

History: Roxy has led a strange, yet charmed
life. She grew up in the Minneapolis suburb of
Crystal. Her parents were pretty normal, blue-collar
folks with a small house and yard. They were pretty
normal, until one day her father, a postal carrier,
calmly shot six people in his post office with a
hunting rifle. He killed himself when U.S. Marshalls
surrounded the post office. Roxy’s mother fell into
despair and began drinking heavily. Roxy soon ran
away from home to avoid physical and sexual abuse

from her mother's boyfriend. She lived for about six
months on the streets of Minneapolis, sleeping in
parks or under freeways, and scrounging food in any
way she could. One evening while returning from a
day of panhandling to her refuge under the freeway,
a man attacked her, attempting to rape her.
Fortunately, a T'ai Chi master happened to be
walking nearby and came to her rescue. The rapist’s
body wasn’t found for two weeks.

Master Wong took the girl into his home, where
he began teaching her T'ai Chi Ch'uan so that she
could protect herself in the future. While taking his
classes, she met another student, and promptly fell
in love. Her new lover, a Wiccan priest, introduced
her to the local Pagan community. He also taught
her astrology, which she loves. She immersed
herself in the Pagan community, drawn by the
openness and trust, which she'd never found
growing up. She also found she was as sexually
attracted to women as she was to men, and entered
into several intense lesbian and heterosexual
relationships. She loves sex and has read a lot about
sexual technique, everything from Alex Comfort to
the Kama Sutra and the Perfumed Garden. She even
took classes in Tantric sex magic. This period is
when she got her first tattoos and body piercings,
though she didn't go overboard, like some of her
acquaintances and lovers.

Roxy tried to make a living doing astrology
charts and making jewelry for pagan gatherings,
craft fairs and Renaissance festivals, but she just
couldn't make ends meet. With the help of Master
Wong, she enrolled in a Video Technician class at
Dunwoody Institute, a local technical college. While
studying there, she got an internship at WCCO TV,
the local CBS affiliate. After finishing her
certificate, they offered her a job. She now drives a
news van and films on-the-scene reporter for the 6
P.M. news.

She still makes jewerlry and casts horoscopes,
but is no longer dependent on it for food and
clothing.

Favorite Line: “With Venus transiting your first
house and trine to Scorpio, it looks like you are
about to start an intense sexual relationship.”



November 3rd, 1998 Volume 1.1

Midnight Sun

Amish lowan
Reaches 135th
Birthday

Born at the end of the Civil War, Amish man is
in excellent health.

Lab Rats Get
Cancer From Rush
Limbaugh

Exposure to 12 hours of taped radio shows per
day for 6 months caused brain tumors in rats in a
recent scientific study.

Woman Thought
Sleeping Near
Husband Caused
Pregnancy

After trying for two years to have children,
Chinese doctors examined the Hunan woman and
found her to be a virgin. She believed that sleeping
beside her husband would get her pregnant.

Bigfoot Shot and
Killed in Idaho

Hunter accidentally shoots Bigfoot near Snake
River, thinking it was a bear.

Ronald Reagan’s
Alzheimer’s Caused
by Psychic Attack

Nancy Reagan’s astrologer claims that former
Pres. Ronald Reagan’s degenerative brain condition
has been caused by mental attacks from psychic
individuals working for the Clinton administration.

Dick Clark Dies In
Freak Car Accident

In a hit-and-run accident, Dick Clark’s car was
overturned and burned, while he was driving to Big
Sur.

Stroke Victim Walks
With Mechanical
Legs.

Latest medical advance holds promise for
millions of paraplegics worldwide.

Donut Diet Slims
Tampa Police Force

Tampa Bay police officers have lost an average
of 20 pounds in six months. Now cops hang around
donut shops for good reasons.




	Map of Minneapolis / Saint Paul

